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Sam Beckett Receives AH
“Neighbor of the Year” Award

Beckett recognized for his contributions to Armour
Hills, including “Sandlot” Baseball

By Pete Egan

For those of you who were lucky
enough to get seats at the Armour
Hills Annual meeting, you saw first

hand AH resident Sam Beckett
being presented with the first
“Neighbor of the Year” award.

A well deserving Beckett was
recognized for his efforts with
“Sandlot” Baseball, which takes
place in the Armour Hill's pocket
park that borders the Beckett's
home,

Pete Egan
presents

Sam Beckett
with the
“Neighbor of
the Year”
Award.

This great game of pick-up
baseball started back in the summer of
1998 when Sam and his wife Ana
wanted to teach their four kids the joy
of the game and have a little family
fun. They invited a few friends and
the neighborhood children to join
them and Sandlot baseball was born.
The game has grown since then with
sometimes more than 40 kids showing
up to play on Monday nights during
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Do you have
an interesting
story to tell
about your
block? Please
call Christie
Makar at 361-
7111

Do you
know a
neighbor that
you want
considered
for the next
“Neighbor of
the Year”
Award?
Please call
Pete Egan at
523-2905

Neighbor of the Year Cont. from page 1.

the Sandlot's regular season; roughly
early May through Labor Day.

In addition to baseball, Beckett has
also been instrumental in organizing
other sporting activities in the pocket
park, and has also been known to host
football games in Arbor Villa park as
well.

Sam Beckett is definitely a good
neighbor to have. He is always
willing to pitch in (no pun intended;
well maybe a little) and help any
neighbor in need.

Of course you can also “catch”
Beckett at his day job; playing the
organ for our Kansas City Royals.

Thank you, Sam, for all you do to
make our neighborhood such a great
What wonderful
memories our children will have of
growing up in Armour Hills.

place to live.

Neighbor of the
Year 20067

know someone who
would be deserving of the next
“Neighbor of the Year” award? Is
there someone on your block that
always goes the extra mile for others?

The folks on our AH board of
directors thought we could all use a

Do you

little good news and wanted to
publicly those that
exemplify why we have all chosen to
live in this community. In order to
make this award program a success,
we need to hear from you. Please call
Pete Egan at 523-2905 with your ideas.
Thank you.

recognize

Steve and Maria Steineaker have
very graciously hosted our movies in
the park over the last few years. Un-
fortunately for us, they will be mov-
ing out of our neighborhood. Al-
though we will miss them, we wish
them the best of luck in their new
home.

On a positive note, Sam and Ana
Beckett have “stepped up to the
plate” (sorry, it was just too easy) and
will take over the movies in the park
series this summer. The major change
in the “line up” (o.k., now it's a little
annoying) will be the movie venue.

This year the movies will be

Movies in the Park

shown in the “Sandlot,” the pocket
park behind the houses on Edgevale.
When we announce the movie selec-
tion and date, we will provide more
detailed directions to the location.
Hopefully this change will eliminate
some of the sound problems we en-
countered at Arbor Villa Park,

Watch for the spring Clarionette
for more movie information.

COMING

SOON!
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Now is the Time to Get Involved!

Have you considered being more
involved in our homes association?
There are several positions within our
neighborhood committees that could
use your time and talents.

Please consider attending one of
the AH board meetings that are held
the third Tuesday of each month. The
exceptions to this schedule are that
there are no meetings in August or
December, and the Annual Meeting is

held the
Thanksgiving.

Maybe you would like to join a
committee that is already in place or
you have your own idea that you
would like to see implemented.
Either way, we all win.

We hope to see you at the next
meeting! Please call Pete Egan at
523-2905 with any questions.

Thursday before

AHHA Board and Committees

523-2905
509-8959
523-1691
8220104
333-1755
363-0222

361-7111
509-5959

Crime Prevention & Community Awareness
Patrick Carr

New Neighbor, open

Parks and Islands, Maya Coopersmith

822-0104
822-8493

333-1755

Public Improvement Advisory Committee

Co-chair, Margaret Taylor
Co-chair, Pete Egan
Recycling, Claudia Robinson
Web Site Development, open

523-1691
523-2905
44438581

AHHA Clarion
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Get
Involved!

All meetings
will be held at
the Country
Club
Congregational
Church, 205 W.
65th Street and
will begin at
7:30 p.m.

2006Board
Meeting
Schedule:

February 21
March 21
April 18
May 16
June 20
July 18
August—No
Meeting
Sept. 19
October 17
Nov. 16—
Annual
Meeting
Dec.—No
Meeting



City Recycling

Center

48th and
Forest (1 block
East of Troost)
Wed., Thurs.,
and Fri.
11—-5:30
Sat.8—4

RecycleFIRST
website:
www.kcmo.

org/
recyclefirst
513-3490

Yard Waste

Lawn-Corps
761-3046

Nature's
Rubbish
444-4050

Neighborhood News

Arbor Villa Pool

By Peter Egan

Although nothing official has been
announced about our pool for this up-
coming season, the Parks and Recrea-
tion Department has awarded a con-
tract to have four pools converted into
shower parks in 2006. Arbor Villa park
pool is not included in that contract.

Crime

Prevention Signs
Available

We have several new Crime Pre-
vention signs available to display on
street signs, etc. in Armour Hills. If
you have a recommendation for a sign
location, please contact Patrick Carr at
822-0104

Crime Prevention and

Community Awareness

Committee

By Patrick Carr

A Warming Car
May Lead to a
Missing Car

Each winter, we see an increase in
the number of automobiles being sto-
len in our neighborhood. The increase
in auto thefts is typically the result of
residents starting their cars in the
morning (to warm them up) and leav-
ing them unattended. In doing so, resi-
dents increase the odds of their vehicle
being stolen. The Kansas City Police
Department strongly advises our resi-
dents to never leave their running
automobiles unattended, even if the
doors are locked. Please be cautious
this winter.

Home Address
Signage Update

A few months ago, a security sur-
vey was conducted to audit the visi-
bility of exterior house numbers on
homes throughout Armour Hills. The
focus of the survey was to ensure that
emergency personnel could quickly
respond to the appropriate address in
the case of an emergency.

The audit concluded that approxi-
mately 60 homes in Armour Hills do
not have their home address clearly
displayed. Letters will be going to
these home owners urging them to
better display their address.
take the time to review your own ad-
dress and take the appropriate action
if you cannot see your address from
the street at night. Thank you for
your continued diligence.

Please
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Don’t Hesitate,
Call 911

Please continue to contact 911 to
report all suspicious activity in our
neighborhood. We would also appre-
ciate it if you would contact our
Crime Prevention Chairperson, Pat-
rick Carr (after you call 911) at
B22-0104 or him at
patrick.m.carr@gmail.com with any
updates.

email

Crime Prevention
for Kids-Start
with the

Basics

Here are a few tips from the Na-
tional Crime Prevention Council that
you can discuss with your kids.

- Make sure your children know
their full name, address (city and
state), and phone number with area
code.

- Be sure your kids know to call 9-
1-1 or "0” in emergencies and how to
use a public phone. Practice making
emergency calls with a make-believe
phone.

- Set a good example with your
own actions-lock doors and windows
and see who's there before opening
the door.

- Encourage kids to be alert, and
tell an adult—vyou, a trusted neighbor,

teacher, police officer—about any-
thing that doesn’t seem quite right.

- Take time to listen to your child's
fears and feelings about people or
places that scare them. Tell them to
trust their instincts.

- When you speak to your chil-
dren, do so in a calm, non-threatening
manner. Children do not need to be
frightened to get the point across.
Fear can actually work at cross pur-
poses to the safety message, because
fear can paralyze a child.

- Teach your children that it is
more important to get out of a threat-
ening situation than it is to be polite.

- Children should be vigilant and
aware of their surroundings.

- Practice “what if” scenarios with
your children.

- Teach children that adults should
not approach children for help or di-
Tell your children that if
they are approached by an adult, they
should stay alert and leave the situa-
tion immediately.

rections.

Light up the
Night

Please remember that a well lit
home is one of the best deterrents of
crime. We still have a few months
before daylight savings time begins so
set a timer if you get home after dark.
Leave at least one outside light on all
night. Burglars dont want to be no-
ticed, good lighting will steer them
away from your home.

AHHA Clarion
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Want to get
involved in
the Crime
Prevention
Committee,
please call
Patrick Carr
at 822-0104

See
suspicious
activity?

Don’'t
hesitate!
Call 911

Police (Non-
Emergency)
234-5111



St. Peter’s
“Walking
School Bus”
children
nearing their
destination.

ttttt

Last fall, St. Peter's School
received a grant from KCHealthyKids
Foundation to help them charter a
“walking school bus” program. “It
makes perfect sense for the kids from
our neighborhood,” said Sharon
Mohler, AH resident and a parent
leader for the program. “It's less than
a mile commute for many of our
residents and the benefits of walking
to school are numerous.”

To date, there are six walking
school bus groups. Each group has
eight to 10 children along with their
parent volunteer. Two of the busses
are Armour Hills routes with 19 kids
participating; 50 children are walking
overall but 5t. Peter’s expects that
number to increase as more families
learn about the program and word of
its” benefits spread.

Not only does walking provide
physical benefits, it is also good for
our neighborhood. The children are
learning safe pedestrian skills,
increasing their sense of
independence, and learning what it

- &

The Wheels on the Bus Go Walk,
Skip Jump, Walk, Skip, Jump

means to be part of a larger
community.
The initial grant from

KCHealthyKids helped St. Peter's get
the program running by purchasing
two garden carts for student's
backpacks and other gear. This current
mode of transportation is less than
perfect admitted Mohler, who is very
open to suggestions from the
community at large. Wagons would
seem a good alternative but parents
have found it easier to push rather
than pull something behind when
escorting a large number of students
and possibly a younger sibling in tow.
If you have a converted bikefjogger
stroller that you would like to donate,
or you have some ideas on another
type of “vehicle” that would serve the
purpose, please call Sharon Mohler at
523-3340.

The community response to the
program has been very encouraging.
To support the program, the Roasterie
purchased safety vests for our parent
“drivers” and Executive Marketing
printed the Roasterie’s logo on them at
no charge.

The entire community benefits
from such a program. The pedestrian
element of commuting to school has a
certain charm that
reasons why we chose to live in this
area in the first place.

The Walking School Bus is taking a
winter hiatus but resume
sometime in March. So, keep an eye
out for that springtime bus traffic.

reinforces  our

will
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Neighborhood News

Neighbors Keep Up the Tradition of
Progressive Holiday Dinner Party

By Peter Egan

16 families from E. 66th Street and
part of Edgevale Road welcomed in
the 2005 holiday season with their
sixth annual, progressive Christmas
party. Appetizers and cocktails were

i

served at one house, soup and salads
at another, and finally, an array of
desserts, coffee and drinks were pro-
vided at the final stop of the evening.
A gift exchange rounded out the fes-
tivities, and as usual, a great time was
had by all. Photos courtesy of Bobbi
Dahlquist.

¥

February 28th .
Next Bulky Item Pickup »
]

Don't forget: AH =
bulky item pickup :
days are the 28th of m
even numbered ®

]
months. =
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Left: Cheers to the holiday season
from left to right: Dave Farnum,
Buddy Mangine, and Val Mangine.
Above: Bonnie Vorenberg, Clau-
dia Robinson, Joyce Krull, Norma
Trahan, and Mary Krugger.

Holiday Lighting
Contest Winners

Thank you to all of the residents
who again took the time to light up
their homes for the holiday season.
Winners this year were awarded
Brookside Merchant gift certificates in
the amount of $100, $75, and $50 re-
spectively.

1st place: 121 East 69th Street

2nd place: 16 East 68th Street

3rd place: 6619 Edgevale

AHHA Clarion
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